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Rob Lemkin  

Film Director, Great Britain  

 

Conrad Transformed in Niger: the making of 'African Apocalypse'  

 

I went to Niger in 2015 laden with Comad and French colonial accounts 

from the Scramble for Africa only to find something very different among the 

communities that live along the route of the notorious 1899 French invasion. 

This brief talk will highlight this transformation. It will be an introduction to 

a showing of the Hausa version of the film, first released in 2022 to an audience 

of 8 million in West Africa. It includes the first-ever readings of Heart of 

Darkness in Hausa.  

I will also touch on the Hausa poet Umaru who wrote at the same time 

as Heart of Darkness a poem called Arriving at the Water Gorge of History by One 

who comes to it with Insight. A fierce condemnation of colonial violence and 

intrusion. Interestingly, the scholar who has done most work on Umaru's texts 

is Polish at Warsaw University (now in his 90s). When they showed our film 

in Niger and Nigeria they put excerpts from Umaru's poems at the start and 

end of the broadcast. I will also play those poems.  

 

Reviews of African Apocalypse  

"Startling" **** - The Guardian  

"Necessary & well-timed" ***** - The British BlackList  

"Harrowing but hugely important" ***** - Daily Express  

"Intimate and immersive" ***** - Reviews Hub  

"A chilling yet stunning confrontation of Europe' s colonial amnesia"  

David Lammy MP



 

Kaoru Yamamoto 

University of Shiga Prefecture, Japan 

 

Conrad’s Echo in Anne Carson’s Nay Rather: 

Translation and a ‘Third Place to Be’ 

 

 

The aim of this paper is to find an echo of a self-translating author Joseph 

Conrad in contemporary Canadian poet and classicist Anne Carson’s essay on 

translation Nay Rather (2013) and to show that untranslatable foreignness of 

Conrad’s texts partly comes from ‘a third place to be’ that he apparently takes in 

translating his own experiences. Conrad does appear in Carson’s short story ‘An 

evening with Joseph Conrad’ (2019) and her poem ‘1 x 30’ (2020). In Nay Rather, on 

the other hand, the Polish-British author is absent, yet the essay strongly invokes 

him in its emphasis on the importance of silence in the practice of translation.  

Moreover, her remarks that translation is a practice that gives us ‘a third place 

to be’ can be regarded as a description of Conrad’s works which tend to be fraught 

with translation at every level. The unique position ‘a third place to be’ allows 

Conrad to makes us see something we don’t yet have eyes for, and hear something 

that was never sounded but still peculiarly resonates with our contemporary 

concerns. 



 

Programme 
Day 1: 28 September 2023 

 

09:30 Introduction 

 

Welcoming Address by Magdalena Sajdak, Director of 
Polish Academy of Sciences Scientific Centre in Paris 
Opening of the Symposium 
Agnieszka Adamowicz-Pośpiech, Vice President of the 
Polish Joseph Conrad Society 

 
Conrad and Contemporary Literature 
Chair: Agnieszka Adamowicz-Pośpiech 

09:40 – 09:50 Joanna Skolik 
The resonance of Conrad in African Literature and Film 

09:50 – 10:10 Roundtable 
10:10 – 10:20  Daniel Vogel 

Meeting the Other in Selected Works by Conrad and Lem 
10:20 – 10:40 Roundtable 
10:40 – 11:00 Coffee break 

 
Conrad, Literature and Bandes Dessinees 
Chair: Joanna Skolik 

11:00 – 11:10 Laurence Davies 
Descendants of “The Secret Sharer” 

11:10 – 11:30 Roundtable 
11:30 – 11:40 Agnieszka Adamowicz-Pośpiech 

Visual Transformations of Conrad’s Prose in 21st Century 
11:40 – 12:00 Roundtable 
12:00 – 14:30 Lunch break 
 Conrad and Film 

Chair: Daniel Vogel 

14:30 – 14:40 Michel Arouimi 
Prom Conrad to Horror Films 

14:40 – 15:00 Discussion 
15:00 – 15:15 Coffee break 
15:15 – 15:25 
 
  

Julie Gay 
Conrad Resonance in Chantal Akerman’s La Folie 
Almayer: a ‘camera’ of echoes 

15:25 – 15:45  Discussion 
 



 

 
 

Programme 
Day 2: 29 September 2023 

 

 
Conrad: Biography and Translation 
Chair: Michel Arouimi 

9:40 – 09:50 
Richard Ambrosini 
After My Intellectual Biography of Joseph Conrad: 
Further lines of research 

09:50 – 10:10 Roundtable 
10:10 – 10:20  Karol Samsel 

Jacek Dukaj's Heart of Darkness from the Stylometrie Point 
of View 

10:20 – 10:40 Roundtable 
10:40 – 10:50 Kaoru Yamamoto 

Conrad's Echo in anne Carson's Nay Rather: Translation 
and a 'Third Place to Be' 

10:50 – 11:00 Roundtable 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

 
Conrad and the Visual Arts 
Chair: Julie Gay 

11:30 – 11:40 Robert Hampson  
Colonialism, Anti-colonialism and Decolonisation 

11:40 – 12:00 Roundtable 
12:00 – 14:30 Lunch break 
 Conrad and Film II 

Chair: Robert Hampson 

14:30 – 15:00 Rob Lemkin 
On African Apocalypse 

15:00 – 15:10 Coffee break 
15:10 – 17:00 Screening of African Apocalypse in Hausa  

(dir. Rob Lemkin)  
 Discussion 
 Closing of the symposium 

 

 




