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The Joseph Conrad Society (UK)
53rd Annual International Conference

London 1-3 July 2026

The Polish Social and Cultural Association (POSK)
238-246 King St, London W6 0RF

President Giles Foden Chair Robert Hampson

Wednesday 1st July – Multi-media room, 4th floor POSK 
9am to 9.30am – Registration 

9.30am – Welcome from Robert Hampson, Chair of the Conrad Society (UK)
9.45am to 11.15am
 Revisiting Perceptions of the East

Chair: Robert Hampson

	Andrew Francis
	Graves and other traces: Bornean roots of Conrad’s experience and Gavin Young’s visit to Berau

	Nataša Tučev
	“Under an Enchanter’s Wand”: Representations of Patusan in Lord Jim

	Simla Doğangün
	“Istanbul at the Limits of Belonging: Conrad and Worldliness”


11.15am to 11.45am – break
11.45am to 12.45pm
An Irish Connection


Chair: Riccardo Capoferro
	Chris Cairney
	Roger Casement and the Story of O’Brien in Romance.  

	Chris Gogwilt
	Conrad’s Wake


12.45pm to 2pm – lunch 
2pm to 3pm

Time and Space


Chair: Jay Parker
	Nuo Chen


	The Empire of Time: The Imperial Chronotope in Heart of Darkness and Lord Jim

	Shujing Fu


	Mapping the Periphery: Power, Politics and Cultural Imagination in Nostromo


3pm to 3.15pm – break

3.15pm
 to 4.15pm

Conradian Hauntings
Chair: Kim Salmons
	Douglas Kerr
	Arthur Conan Doyle and the Case of the Novelist’s Widow

	Patrick Spence
	Mr Vladimir as Icon of Autocracy


4.15pm to 4.45pm – break

4.45pm to 5.45pm 

A Unified Universe

Chair: Douglas Kerr
	James Mellor
	Decoud’s Descent

	Juan Rendon-Sanchez
	Species travelling through Conrad’s literary work


5.45pm to 6.45pm 

Conradian Endings
Chair: Ellen Burton-Harrington
	Gudrun Kauhl
	Conrad and Nietzsche and the ending of The Secret Agent

	Brian E. Richardson
	Conrad’s Plots and Their Endings


7.30pm The Gate Restaurant, Hammersmith
Thursday 2nd July – Multi-media room, 4th floor, POSK
9.30am – Arrive

10am to 11.30am
Conrad & Femininity
Chair: 
Debra Romanick Baldwin
	Sylwia Janina Wojciechowska
	 Conrad & Femininity: A Proposal

	Joanna Skolik
	Najder, Conrad, and Femininity

	Anna Marta Szczepan-Wojnarska
	Conrad, Femininity, and Polish Romanticism

	Agnes Adamowicz-Pośpiech
	Conrad and Femininity Visualised

	Brygida Pudełko
	Conrad and Militant Femininity


11.30am to 12noon – break

12 noon to 1.30pm
Father Figures & Patriarchal Concerns Chair: Chris Gogwilt
	Ewa Rzanna
	A spiritual godfather – Joseph Conrad and Józef Ignacy Kraszewski

	Ellen Burton Harrington
	Standing by Your Man in Joseph Conrad’s Chance and Victory

	Kevin O’Connor
	“A Sea of Possibilities”: Chance and William James’s “The Dilemma of Determinism”


1.30pm – Lunch

2.45pm – Polish Library Visit

3.30pm – Conrad Walk with Robert Hampson (meet at Ravenscourt Park Station)
Free evening
Friday 3rd July – Multi-media room, 4th floor, POSK
9.30am Arrive
10am to 11am
 
Conrad Writes Back


Chair: Simla Doğangün
	Jay Parker
	Conrad and Bleak Liberalism

	Sanjay Krishnan
	Heart of Darkness and the postcolonial novel: an alternative reading


11am to 11.30am – break

11.30am to 1pm
Hearing Conrad


Chair: Hugh Epstein
	Debra Romanick Baldwin
	“A Thousand Subtle Shades”:

Joseph Conrad’s Nocturnes of Delicacy

	Tanaka Kazuya
	Sounds, Senses, and the Community in Under Western Eyes

	Mattia De Luca
	Where Sound Goes to Die: Silence and the Acousmatic in “The Lagoon”


1pm to 2.15pm - lunch
2.15pm to 3.15pm
Comparative Conrad


Chair: Yael Levin

	Chandrakant Langare
	The Cinematic Conrad: Victory in Film Adaptations

	John B. Murphy
	“Our Conrad,” Global Modernism, and The Western Frontier, 1940-1960


3.15pm to 3.45pm – break

3.45pm to 4.45pm
Moral Selfhood in Conrad
Chair: Sylwia Janina Wojciechowska
	Peter Stockland
	Conrad as an amplifier of Aristotle and Burke

	Yael Levin
	For Shame: Lord Jim Revisited 


4.45pm to 5pm - break
5pm to 6pm 

Conradian Hauntings

Chair: Katherine Baxter
	Riccardo Capoferro
	“This Congo Horror”: evoking Heart of Darkness in Cobalt Red by Siddharth Kara

	Daphna Erdinast-Vulcan
	Conradian Phantoms: The Hetero-biography of Michel Leiris


6pm – Closing Remarks from Robert Hampson
6.30pm – Gala Dinner at Łowiczanka Restaurant, POSK
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